
Step back 200 years into the home of the 

Worthington Family for a special holiday 

tour.  Celebrate the holidays at “Holidays at 

Adena” on November 26-27, December 3-

4, and December 10-11 from 10:00 am to 

4:00 pm.   

 

Adena, the home of Thomas Worthington, 

will be decorated in 19th century yuletide 

splendor and will surely put you in the 

holiday spirit!  While Adena Mansion and 

Gardens is closed for the Winter season, 

it reopens annually for holiday weekends.  

Guided tours of the beautifully decorated 

mansion will be offered every half hour 

beginning at 10:30 am with the last tour 

at 3:00 pm.   Our December 10th-11th 

tours feature “A Christmas with the 

Worthington Family,” featuring youth vol-

unteers posing as the Worthington chil-

dren. 

 

The Tenant House will show off German 

traditions to reflect the heritage of many 

of the indentured servants who worked 

at Adena.  Visitors will find a Christmas 

tree, and handmade decorations.   Ger-

man cookies and mulled cider will be 

offered, and there will be a craft activity 

for children. 

 

At the Visitor’s Center, live entertainment  

and refreshments will be offered.  Unique 

items ranging from books and glassware to 

reproduction children’s toys and Christmas 

decorations will be offered at the Adena 

Gift Shop, located at the Visitor’s Center.  

Elsewhere on the grounds, horse and car-

riage rides will be offered at an additional 

charge. 

Adena Now and Then 

2016                            

Calendar of Events 

November 27:  Holidays at 

Adena “Christmas Baking 

Traditions” 

November 27—December 10:  

Gingerbread House Display in 

Visitor’s Center Lobby 

December 4:  Holiday Wreath 

Workshop 

December 10-11:  Children’s 

Weekend:  Holiday Tours of 

the Mansion; Storytelling 

with St. Nicholas 

 

Wreath Workshop 

December 4th 

Explore your artistic side by 

creating your own Christmas 

Wreath!  Join us at Adena for 

our annual Wreath Workshop 

on Sunday, December 4 from 

11:00 AM—4:00 PM.  Cost is 

$35.  All decorations are pro-

v ided .   Reg is ter  at 

www.adenamansion.com, or 

phone  (740) 772-1500 or  

(800) 319-7248 
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Did you know? 

 

“CHRISTMAS BAKING 

TRADITIONS” 

SUBJECT OF 

LECTURE/DEMO 

 

Pastry chef Jim Mitton of Chillicothe, 

graduate of the Culinary Institute of 

Charleston, SC and formerly of the 

Biltmore Estate, will discuss and 

demonstrate 19th century baking 

techniques at a two-part November 

28th lecture and demonstration to be 

held as part of “Holidays at Adena,” 

at Adena Mansion and Gardens.  At-

tendees at the 10:30 am Sunday lec-

ture will learn the techniques of bak-

ing in a wood-fired oven using period 

recipes that will be shared . 

 

This fascinating look into food prepa-

ration during holidays of old will cul-

minate with the actual preparation of 

a period recipe for cookies in the tra-

ditional bake oven of Adena’s Tenant 

House at 2:00 pm November 28th. 

 

Registration is required.  Reserva-

tions are available by email at 

www.adenamansion.com or by phon-

ing us at (740) 772-1500 . 

Reservations for this lecture and 

demonstration are limited, and are 

available by phone or online at 

www.adenamansion.com. 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

TO BE FEATURED  

AT 

HOLIDAYS AT ADENA 
C h e c k  o u r  w e b s i t e , 

www.adenamansion.com for dates 

and times for musical performances 

during the 2016 “Holidays at Ade-

na.”  Each year we festively cele-

brate the Christmas Season with 

the Renaissance Singers and a Bar-

bershop Quartet .  Make your visit 

to Adena Mansion and Gardens a  

family tradition! 

___________ 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 

FROM OUR DIRECTOR 

With November comes the end of 

our 2016 season at Adena Mansion 

and Gardens.  

Adena Mansion and Gardens is so 

blessed to be in a community that is 

so rich in history.  Our beautiful 

Mansion is 208 years old. We dis-

play the 2nd largest collection origi-

nal to the family in the state, and 

we display one of two known cere-

monial pipes given by Tecumseh.  

In 2010, the Adena Mansion and 

Gardens Society (AMGS) began 

managing operation of Adena Man-

sion and Gardens; and a lot of hard 

work began.  The Board of Directors 

worked diligently to develop a busi-

ness plan that would grow with the 

organization.  They put together an 

operating team that would assist in 

moving the “rock” forward.  While 

some tasks have required repeat 

efforts, AMGS is committed to the 

mission of preserving the mansion, 

gardens and grounds of Thomas 

Worthington and family; to promot-

ing his legacy of participation in 

Ohio’s early history; to enhancing 

present and future appreciation of 

Adena’s contribution to our culture.  

AMGS gratefully acknowledges the 

generosity of those who support our 

mission.  We are grateful to all who 

have shown their commitment, and 

I take this opportunity to thank you. 

In order for us to meet our mission, 

we rely on the generosity of individ-

uals and business for support.  

Without the assistance of communi-

ty – minded individuals we wouldn’t 

be able to fulfill our mission each 

year. 
The spirit of community demon-

strates the intrinsic connection to 

our past.  It’s a powerful reminder 

of the importance of honoring and 

celebrating our local history and a 

reminder that stories of early Chil-

licothe matter.   

Throughout the year, we worked to 

create a climate where our local 

history could flourish.  At the end of 

our 2016 season, we proudly point 

to the accomplishments of AMGS 

volunteers, staff and supporters. 

It is because of the efforts of our 

supporters, our members and our 

103 volunteers that we are able to 

share the stories of early Chillicothe 

and the Worthington family.  Your 

support champions our ability to 

help our visitors discover and redis-

cover our past and share these ex-

periences with friends and family. 

Local history is becoming increas-

ingly woven into the fabric of our 

daily lives because it holds mean-

ing, it has purpose and it shapes 

who we are as individuals and as a 

community.  To be a part of this 

growing movement is a privilege 

and an honor. 

“OHIO HOUSE”  

AT JAMESTOWN EXPOSITION 

WAS A COPY OF ADENA 

To celebrate the tri-centennial of the 

founding of Jamestown, VA in 1907, 

Ohio built a full-size replica of Thomas 

Worthington’s Adena.  The house still 

exists on Dillingham Street within 

Naval Station Norfolk, and has long 

been used as housing for admirals.  

The view seen in the illustration is the 

South side of Adena, and resembles 

what the mansion looked like with the 

Smith family’s addition of a commodi-

ous, though inauthentic, back porch. 
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What’s Cooking at Adena . . . 

 

A Holiday Feast from the 

Pages of the Past 
    

 Roast beef and Yorkshire pudding for 

many brings memories of festive holi-

day dinners spent with friends and 

loved ones.  Traditions of  dining en-

dure, often for centuries.  Eleanor 

Worthington may well have consulted 

books such as Mackenzie’s Five Thou-

sand Receipts, Fifth American Addi-

tion,  for tempting ideas for the holiday 

table.   

 

History tells us that in the time of the 

Worthington’s, the New Year’s day din-

ner was typically a more important 

gathering than the Christmas Day cele-

bration.    

 

     Modern recipes for making York-

shire Pudding abound, but the adven-

turous cook  can glean the basics from  

the recipe seen below. 

 

To Make  Yorkshire Pudding 

 

From the pages of Mackenzie’s Five 

Thousand Receipts, Fifth American 

Edition, by an American Physician, 

Philadelphia, 1830 

 

  This nice dish is usually cooked under 

meat, and is thus made.  Beat four 

large spoonful of flour, eggs and a little 

salt for fifteen minutes.  Then put to 

them three pints of milk, and mix them 

well together.  Then butter a dripping-

pan, and set it under beef, mutton, or  

veal, while roasting.  When it is brown, 

cut it into square pieces, and turn it 

over; and when the underside is 

browned also, send it to the table on a 

dish. 

 

 

GERMAN TRADITIONS 

COME ALIVE AT 

TENANT HOUSE 

 
German immigrants  brought many 

Christmas traditions when they came 

to America to work on farms such as 

Adena in the 19th century.  To show-

case indentured servant’s holiday con-

tributions to our culture, the Adena 

tenant farmer’s house will be decorat-

ed throughout “Holidays at Adena“  

Visitors will be greeted with a Christ-

mas tree replete with hand decorated 

ornaments, and will be treated to Ger-

man cookies and mulled cider.  There 

will be crafts activities for the children. 

 

 

 

In honor of the Worthington children, 

 our festive Children’s weekend  al-

lows free admission to one child with 

every paid adult admission for spe-

cial activities including tours of the 

mansion by youth volunteers portray-

ing the ten Worthington children. A 

highlight will be Santa’s reading of 

“’Twas the Night Before Christmas at 

11:00 am, 12:30 pm and 2:00 pm 

on Saturday, Dec.10th at the State-

hood Theatre within the Adena Man-

sion and Gardens Visitor Center.  A 

Christmas book will be presented  as 

a keepsake to each child attending 

the reading. 

 

Cost is $9 for AMGS members and 

$10 for non-AMGS members. One 

child (12 years old or younger) free 

with each adult admission. 

 

GIFT SHOP OPEN 
Looking for a memorable gift? 

 

A tempting array of holiday gifts will be 

available during “Holidays at Adena.”  Here 

you will find a beautiful array of reproduc-

tion toys, books, glassware and other 

unique items with ties to Adena Mansion 

and Gardens.  We are fully stocked for the 

holiday season. The Adena Tenant House 

Christmas at Adena—2015 
Claire Latham, Addie Price and 

Sarah Beck 

Add a Carriage Ride 

To Your Visit 

During Holidays at 

Adena 
Roy McNutt, formerly of the Co-

lumbus Mounted Police will again 

offer carriage rides during the six 

days of “Holiday’s at Adena.”  

Rides will be offered at extra 

charge between 11:00 am-3:00 

pm Nov. 26-27, Dec. 3-4 and Dec. 

10-11. 

CHILDREN’S WEEKEND, DEC. 10-11 



Patti Kruger 

Rick Lansing 

Rick Marriott 

Aaron McHenry 

Charley Ortman 

Mike Warren 

Melody Young  

 

 

Kathy Styer,  

Executive Director 

Deb Main, Chairman 

Liz Corzine, Vice Chairman 

Tom Spetnagel, Jr., Treasurer 

Bill Beatty, Secretary   

Nancy Brock 

Mary Anne Brown 

Randy Detillion 

Dwight Garrett 

Adam Halm 

Miriam King 

847 Adena Road   

Chillicothe, OH 45601 

Phone:  (740) 772-1500 

Toll free: (740) 319-7248 

Fax: (740) 775-2746 

E-mail: info@adenamansion.com 

Adena Mansion & 

Gardens 

Adena was the 2000-acre estate of Thomas Worthington (1773

-1827), sixth governor of Ohio and one of the state's first United 

States Senators. The mansion house, completed in 1806-1807, 

has been restored to look much as it did when the Worthington 

family lived there, including many original Worthington family 

furnishings. 

 

The house is one of only three houses designed by 

Benjamin Henry Latrobe still standing in the country. 

 

Situated on the 300 remaining acres of the original 

home place are five outbuildings and formal gardens. The gar-

dens have undergone major renovation. Visitors may stroll 

through three terraces of flowers and vegetables, as well as the 

shrubs and trees in the grove. Looking east from the north lawn 

of the mansion, one can see across the Scioto River Valley to 

the Logan Range. This view was the inspiration for the Great 

Seal of the State of Ohio. 

 

A new Museum and Education Center features interactive ex-

hibits that use the stories of people connected to Adena to give 

visitors a picture of life in Ohio in the early 1800s as well as 

classrooms, meeting and rental space.  

2016 AMGS Board of Directors 

Adena Mansion & Gar-

dens Society manages 

this site on behalf of Ohio 

History Connection. 

Website:  www.adenamansion.com 

Facebook: Adena Mansion & Garden 

Society 

Twitter: @AdenaMansion 

2016 Information 

Hours of Operation 

April —October  

Wednesday—Saturday: 9:00am—5:00pm 

Sunday: 12:00pm—5:00pm 

Monday and Tuesday: Closed 

 

Admission 

Adults: $10.00 

Seniors: $9.00 

Children 6 and up: $5.00 

Children under 5: Free 

OHC and AMGS Members: Free 

Special group rates available 

 

Memberships 

AMGS Membership: $30 

 

Rentals 

Adena is available for corporate rentals, weddings, 

and other special events. Contact us for more infor-

mation and rates. 




